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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: misspelling of 
the word showerhead in the title. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: J 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1 , 2, 1 1 , and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Farley, U.S. Patent No. 6,325,930 B2. 

Regarding Claim 1 Farley discloses a showerhead assembly (Fig. 2, #10) which 
comprises 

a hollow body (#22) having an inlet end (#12) and an outlet end (#50), 
a face portion (#24), the face portion being disposed at the outlet end of the hollow 
body and including a receiving aperture (#49) defined within it and further including a 
plurality of water flow apertures (Col. 3, Lines 31-36) defined within it, and 

a filter member (#38), the filter member being insertable within the face portion 
receiving aperture (#49) to dispose the filter member between the inlet end and the outlet 
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end of the hollow body (Fig. 2), wherein the filter member is disposed within the 
showerhead assembly to filter water flowing through the hollow body (Col. 3 Lines 62-66). 

Regarding Claim 2, Farley discloses that the showerhead hollow body is axially 
symmetrical and has a continuous surface with a circular cross section in the axial direction 
(Fig. 1,2). 

Regarding Claim 11 Farley discloses a showerhead (Fig. 2, #10) which comprises 
an outer casing (#22) having a water inlet end (#12) and a water outlet end (#50), 
a face member (#24) for covering the water outlet end of the outer casing, the face 

member including a receiving aperture (#49) and a plurality of water spray apertures (Col. 3, 

Lines 31-36) defined within it, 

means for sealingly securing the face member to the water outlet end of the casing 

(#62), 

a water filter (#38), the water filter being functionally adapted to be insertable within 
the receiving aperture of the face member, and 

means for sealingly engaging the water filter within the receiving aperture of the face 
member (#54), wherein the filter is disposed within the showerhead outer casing to filter 
water flowing through the outer casing (Col. 3, Lines 62-66). 

Regarding Claim 12, Farley discloses a filter member which includes a plurality of 
openings (#44, 48) through which water may pass and a filter medium (#46) contained 
within it. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 3-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farley in view 
of Douglas et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,796,518 B2. 

Regarding Claim 3, Farley discloses a showerhead assembly but does not disclose 
an inner casing. Douglas teaches a showerhead filter system including an inner casing 
portion (Fig. 6, #1 14) that is disposed between the hollow body (#22) and the face portion 
(#26), the inner casing portion being configured to allow water to pass through it when water 
enters the inlet end (Fig. 1 , #60) of the hollow body and when water is discharged from the 
water flow apertures (#120) of the face portion. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the inner casing portion of Douglas to stabilize the filter in the assembly (Col. 5, 
Lines 1-5). 

Regarding Claim 4, Farley does not disclose means for securing the inner casing. 
Douglas teaches that the hollow body includes means for securing the inner casing portion 
between the hollow body and the face portion (Fig. 6, #88). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the element of Douglas to secure the inner casing portion between the hollow body 
and the face portion (Col. 5, Lines 1-5). 
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Regarding Claim 5, Farley discloses that the filter member includes a plurality of 
openings (#44, 48) through which water may pass. Farley does not disclose a plurality of 
openings through which water may pass in the inner casing. Douglas teaches that the inner 
casing portion also includes a plurality of openings (#112) through which water may pass, 
the openings of the filter member (#46) and of the inner casing portion forming a water flow 
continuum therebetween (Col. 5, Lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the plurality of openings in the inner casing of Douglas to allow the water to pass 
from the filter through the inner casing (Col. 5, Lines 1-5). 

6. Claim 6-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farley in 
view of Douglas as applied to Claim 5 above, and further in view of Groezinger et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 4,719,012. 

Regarding Claim 6, Farley, as modified by Douglas, does not disclose a means for 
securing the filter member within the face portion. Groezinger teaches a twist on disposable 
filter wherein the filter member includes means for securing the filter member within the face 
portion (Fig. 1, #46). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Douglas, by adding the element of Groezinger to secure the filter member to 
the face portion (Col. 4, Lines 65-68). 

Regarding Claim 7, Farley, as modified by Douglas, does not disclose a key and 
keyway. Groezinger teaches that the filter member securing means includes at least one 
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key (#46) and at least one cooperating keyway (Fig. 2, #62), the keyway being adapted to 
receive the key therewith in. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Douglas, by adding the key and keyway of Groezinger to lock the filter member 
within the inner casing portion (Col. 4, Lines 65-68). 

Regarding Claim 8, Farley, as modified by Douglas, does not disclose a spring 
biasing the filter. Groezinger teaches a spring (#66) means for biasing the filter outwardly of 
the face portion (#52). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Douglas, by adding the spring of Groezinger to allow for easy removal of the 
filter (Col. 4, Lines 49-56). 

Regarding Claim 9, Farley discloses that the filter member is disposably replaceable 
(Col. 3, Lines 66-67, Col. 4, Lines 1-2). 

Regarding Claim 10, Farley discloses that the face portion (#24) is integrally formed 
as part of the hollow body (#22). 

7. Claim 13-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farley in 
view of Groezinger. 

Regarding Claim 13, Farley discloses a filter member cavity (inside of #22 and #24) 
defined within the showerhead. Farley does not disclose a means for securing the filter 
member. Groezinger teaches that the filter member includes means for securing the filter 
member (Fig. 1, #46). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the element of Groezinger to secure the filter member within the filter member cavity 
(Col. 4, Lines 65-68). 

Regarding Claim 14, Farley does not disclose a key and keyway. Groezinger 
teaches that the filter member securing means includes at least one key (#46) and at least 
one cooperating keyway (Fig. 2, #62), the keyway being adapted to receive the key 
therewithin. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the key and keyway of Groezinger to lock the filter member within the showerhead 
(Col. 4, Lines 65-68). 

Regarding Claim 15, Farley does not disclose a spring. Groezinger teaches a spring 
(#66) means for biasing the filter outwardly of the face portion (#52). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley by 
adding the spring of Groezinger to allow for easy removal of the filter (Col. 4, Lines 49-56). 

Regarding Claim 16, Farley discloses that the filter member is disposably 
replaceable (Col. 3, Lines 66-67, Col. 4, Lines 1-2). 

Regarding Claim 17, Farley discloses that the face portion (#24) is integrally formed 
as part of the hollow body (#22). 

8. Claim 18-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farley in 
view of Groezinger as applied to Claim 14 above, and further in view of Douglas. 



Application/Control Number: 10/604,012 Page 8 

Art Unit: 1723 

Regarding Claim 18, Farley, as modified by Groezinger, does not disclose an inner 
casing. Douglas teaches that the filter member cavity comprises an inner casing (Fig. 6, 
#114). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Groezinger, by adding the inner casing of Douglas to stabilize the filter in the 
showerhead (Col. 5, Lines 1-5). 

Regarding Claim 19, Farley, as modified by Groezinger, does not disclose means for 
securing the inner casing. Douglas teaches means for securing the inner casing between 
the hollow body and the face member (#88). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Groezinger, by the element of Douglas to secure the inner casing between the 
hollow body and the face portion (Col. 5, Lines 1-5). 

Regarding Claim 20, Farley, as modified by Groezinger, does not disclose that the 
inner casing is disposed between the outer casing and the face member, allowing water to 
pass through. Douglas teaches that the inner casing (Fig. 6, #1 14) is disposed between the 
outer casing (#22) and the face member (#26), the inner casing portion configured to allow 
water to pass through it when water enters the inlet end (Fig. 1 , #60) of the outer casing and 
when water is discharged from the water flow apertures (#120) of the face member. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Farley, as 
modified by Groezinger, by configuring the water to pass through the inner casing as 
Douglas teaches to allow the water to come in contact with the filter (Col. 5, Lines 1-12). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



9. Claim 21 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 



1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yoon-Young Kim whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2240. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker, can be reached at (571) 272-1 151 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



nw. L. WALKER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 




